WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A system comprising: 

a portable computer chassis having an internal speaker; and 
openings in the chassis from which sound from the speaker can emanate, 
wherein the openings allow heat generated by the system to escape. 

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the internal speaker is located at least a 
minimum distance away from the openings. 

3. The system of claim 2 wherein the minimum distance is within the range of 
5 to 20 mm. 

4. The system of claim 1 comprising two internal speakers and openings 
proximate to each speaker. 

5. The system of claim 4 wherein the openings are located on a front surface of 
the portable computer. 

6. The system of claim 2 wherein the openings are located on a top surface of 
the portable computer on or one or more side surfaces of the portable computer. 

7. The system of claim 2 further comprising separate air intake vents located on 
the chassis. 

8. The system of claim 7 wherein the air intake vents are located on one or 
more side surfaces of the chassis. 
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9. The system of claim 7 further comprising one or more ventilation fans 
located between the air intake vents and heat cooling components located inside the 
chassis. 

10. The system of claim 4 further comprising one or more external speakers 
correctable to the chassis. 

11. A portable computer system comprising: 

a portable computer chassis having an internal speaker; 

a heat generating device disposed within the chassis; 

a first opening in the chassis spaced apart from the internal speaker, wherein 
the opening facilitates emanation of sound outside the computer chassis, and 
wherein the first opening further facilitates flow of air between the internal speaker 
and the first opening; and 

a second opening in the chassis positioned to facilitate airflow between the 
second opening along a path past heat generated by the heat generating device 
within the chassis and the first opening to remove heat from within the computer 
chassis. 

12. The portable computer system of claim 1 1 wherein the first opening is 
positioned on the chassis to minimize interference with airflow during common use 
of the portable computer system. 

13. The portable computer system of claim 1 1 wherein the first opening 
comprises a grill. 

14. The portable computer system of claim 1 1 and further comprising a third 
opening and further speaker positioned proximate the third opening to promote 
airflow between the third opening and further speaker. 
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15. An electronic device comprising: 

a notebook computer having a chassis and a lid, the chassis containing at 
least one surface-mounted speaker grill located at least a minimum distance away 
from an internal speaker. 

16. The electronic device of claim 15 wherein sound from the internal speaker 
can emanate from the surface-mounted speaker grill and heated air from heat 
generating components in the portable computer can flow out of the surface- 
mounted speaker grill. 

17. The electronic device of claim 16 wherein the surface-mounted speaker grill 
is on a front surface of the notebook computer. 

18. The electronic device of claim 17 comprising two surface-mounted speaker 
grills on the front surface, wherein an internal speaker is located at least the 
minimum distance away from each surface-mounted speaker grill. 

19. A method of ventilating a portable computer comprising: 
providing a speaker grill on a surface of a portable computer within an 

airflow exhaust path; and 

venting heated air in the airflow exhaust path out through the speaker grill. 

20. The method of claim 19 wherein the speaker grill is not located on a bottom 
surface of the portable computer. 

21 . The method of claim 20 wherein the speaker grill is on a front surface of the 
portable computer. 
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22. The method of claim 20 wherein the speaker grill is on a side surface or top 
surface of the portable computer. 

23. The method of claim 19 further comprising connecting an internal speaker to 
the portable computer a at least a minimum distance away from the speaker grill 

24. The method of claim 19 comprising two speaker grills, each with a speaker 
located at least the minimum distance away. 

25. The method of claim further comprising an airflow intake path wherein cool 
air is drawn in through one or more separate air intake vents and directed to heat 
cooling components. 

26. The method of claim 25 further comprising providing a ventilation fan in the 
airflow intake path. 
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